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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH LAO OFFICIALS ON AID QUESTIONS. 

REF: USDAO/VIENTIANE MESSAGE 150125Z SEP 75 TO AIG 976. 

REFTEL HAS RAISED CONCERN HERE THAT APPARENT EXPRESSIONS OF 
INTEREST IN LAO ARMED FORCES IN CONTEXT OF MAP DISCUSSION 
COULD BE MISINTERPRETED BY LAO OFFICIALS AS HOPEFUL SIGN. 

AS WITH QUESTIONS OF FUTURE ECONOMIC AID. LAO QUERIES ABOUT 
FUTURE MAP SHOULD BE ANSWERED ESSENTIALLY BY SAYING CURRENT 
CIRCUMSTANCES ARE NOT FAVORABLE FOR SUCH DISCUSSIONS AND 
THAT NUMEROUS ISSUES REMAIN TO BE RESOLVED FIRST. RECOGNIZ- 
ING NEW SITUATION THAT EXISTS IN LAOS AND POLITICAL SENSI- 
TIVITIES INVOLVED, AND SINCE PROSPECTS FOR LAO MAP ARE 
IN EFFECT NON-EXISTENT, WE BELIEVE ANY FUTURE DISCUSSIONS 
WITH RESPONSIBLE LAO OFFICIALS SHOULD BE CONDUCTED BY 
CHARGE WITH DATT OF COURSE ACCOMPANYING HIM AT HIS DISCRET- 
ION. KISSINGER 
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